ARAGON IN SPAIN.                       us

and the pre-eminent and undisputed authority of the Grand
Justiciary1 of the kingdom may be dated from this period.
But the king's laws were better than his manners. Nearly as
cruel and quite as perverse as his more notorious namesake of
Castile ; restless, faithless, absolutely without scruples, be perse-
cuted his nobility, harassed his neighbours, stirred up strife
among the members of his own family, and kept faith with no
man. Civil war ; family intrigue ; domestic dissension ; broken
treaties ; these were the features of his reign. Prince James
had been poisoned at Barcelona, Queen Leonora was murdered
hi Castile, Prince Ferdinand was cut down at the very table of
the king his brother, in pursuance of a secret treaty made
between Peter of Aragon and Peter of Castile, and promoted by
the Papal legate2

The long struggle with Castile; the war against Peter the
Cruel by land and by sea; the alliance of Henry of Trasta-
mara; the support of France ; the intrigues with Navarre, and
the three invasions of Spain by the bold-spirited pretender,
who at length reigned as Henry II. of Castile, all these things
would take long to tell, and have been already referred to in
the chapter on Peter the Cruel. An attempt that was made
by the Aragonese in 134<9 to reduce Sardinia was in every way
unfortunate ; and after negotiations and revolutions extending
over the greater part of forty years, after much fighting and
little glory, Peter of Aragon was fain to content himself, in
1386, with a divided empire with the Pisans and Genoese in
that island. His still more rash interference in the affairs of
Sicily brought him neither honour nor profit. An expedition
to Greece secured him the recognition of his barren title of
Duke of Athens; and the unholy appropriation of Tarragona,
the sovereignty of which had long rested with the archbishop
of that see, preceded by but a few months his death, in
January, 1387, after a reign of fifty-one years.3

1 From this time the office of justiciary was held for life.   Hallam, Afid. Ages,
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2 One condition of this treaty was the murder of Henry of Trastamara.   But
Peter of Aragon evaded this clause, suspecting bad faith, and wishing to preserve
a friend in Castile, in case of the cruel king's treachery.

s Seiior Castelar, who is certainly an adonirer of Peter IV., and who has devoted
four eloquent chapters to the story of his victory over the Union (Estudios Histori-
cos (ed. 1875, PP* 22-IJ:5);is compelled to admit that he never spoke the truth,
and never abrigaba recta intention.

During the reign of Peter IV. the Spanish Era was abolished in Aragon, and
the Christian Era adopted in the national chronology, as from 1350,